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Let us now begin cur testimonies which must be told wiihout
any flaws. This vary morning that Hearing OfFicer suro
didn't want us o 21l th2 truth. But now it i time fov
us te c=ll the Tanins the Inupial ways without anv cileing2s
or any lies. Th2 tru:ih must be correctad in thelr vpavers
with your testimenizs todavy about our whales. Everyone
coming down must sign thealy name which will record the
testimonies. If any oI these testimonies are turned down,
we will turn the testinonies in and file suit agalna_ them
for falsifying cur truz live style. This is our hearing
teday, anybodv mzav ccmz forward and face the crowd to
testify by sxﬂnln: thzir name. Each person willing to .
testify can do so, I want to encourage you to give vour
testimony this morning because they did us wrong. This
meeting is be;Jg neid in our Inuplaq language which tells
our strength without any flaws Whoever would like to
testify may start now. (applause)

Are we talking about whales? -

Yes, and we are starting now so come forward.

1 never like to keep guiet but I haven't spoken in a whiie.
@ :)

o
First, I want to ask a ion because I want to nake sure
I understand. Have the cthally stopped our whale hunting?

Yes.

And can the government kill a whale?

Other countries can hunt whales. The COnservationists
started working cn this in 1272 until today knowing ab

the Inupiaq's hunting whales and wanting to stop tn;m-
What we are learning rlg t now 1s what your government has
been working on since the 1lst part of June. While in
Washington, D.C., I found this out. Also they had had a
meeting in Australia in which 16 countries represented said
that the Inupiat whaling has to stop and that they must
give it up because they are killing off all thée whales.
When we found all the fzcts we called a teeting of all
Inupiags and let them Xnow we will not gﬂve up our whale
hunting. And after doing so, we again told them that they
are being foolish in Washington D.C. When they came to
hear the Inupiat this morning, their Recording Secretary
was unable to understand the Inupiat language. This
Hearing will be our arswer, from the Inupiat's view about
our lifestyle that we will not give up whaling for the
United States. They can do what they wish. We will start
now and we must be outspoken.

Okay, I understand now being alive and living with vou as
Inupiat, with one God who is our strength, keeping Him in
mind while we are at this meeting. He will lead us because
He is our leader. The people that called the meeting asked
us in desperation, and who do we turn tc? To God. Let us
pray. (Prayer in Inupilat) The first time I started hunting
whales was when I was a boy, also other boys that are now
here with me. When whalers from time immemorial wounded a
whale, they make sure that they killed it. When they were
successful they dividad and shared the thole whale. Even
since boyhood we got a share. Ve were “here to perform
menial tasks for the crew, such as getting blubber for

the needv to use in their stoves. The 'hole whale is cut
vp and the baleen, which i1s the onlv itim that can be s9014d,
is sold to whosvar they find that will -ay i1t. After xhe
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price has been set by the trader L'e; are traded fo- the
needed 1tems sucn as ammuni Sion Ve would be hauns whon
the whalers are succzssful and each crew would clean the
baleen themselves. Vhen the crew 1s unable to clean khem,
Charlie Zrower would get them cleaned for a waga. Tha
balean was cleanad so we could be able to sell them to
the Taniks. Ve werked for one person for wages clezning
and taliing care of them. We would get paid only after
the balesn had besen tied up and was dryving. The m2at
itself is never sold then, but was always shared with
visitors from other villages. I often heard ‘that when
there are visitors, they si oqu be given muktuk or meat.
It 1s never kept for oneself ly. From the time I can
remember that is how it 1is. m‘ne only part they Xeep
track of is the main Captain's share. My father told

me, as a whaler, that this captain's share must bs kept

for use during Thanksgiving and Christmas festivals. -
But when a visitor is to be given blubber from this share
the whole crew must be consulted first. It is not up to

me to give 1t out alone. Because that share has bzen given
to me without any charges by the whole crew to share with
everyone. We cannot go without this sharing. Anvybody here
in Barrow with a relative inland such as Anaktuvuk or
Fairbanks will send them some without selling it so that
they can have a taste of something knowing that they
relish, love and miss it. .

The blubber is something we Inupiat cannot go without. It
is something we have been eating from time immemoridl with
everything we eat. Because we can't just go out and pick
greens although they do grow in cther parts of Alaska.

Here, even just looking outside, there is none. When spring

comes all of us Inupiat will start preparing and .go out.
. Even times of starvation would come close to the whalers at

the beginning. But there is always the blubber which we
can't go without. As soon as the smoke from the chimney
at the whalers' camp is visible, people will come, hooing
for a share of the blubber and a hot drink They might
have the Colemzn stove but they don't want to waste the gas
when they are out on the lead. In case they ever got
stranded that is their only means to survival. That is
what we already have to go through, there are a lot of pecple
that don't realize it. I went through it, Tommy Brower
knows it. The only reason we hunt in the spring time is for
the meat, fuel for stove to keep our children warm. Hunting
for walrus or anything with blubber, even beluga. %hen they
do catch a whale, each person's share does not last until
the next whale, because the conditions are not always right.

When the conditions are not right, it is impossible to catch
a whale even though there are many whales sighted. When they
do start traveling close, the crews go after them. Once a
whale is wounded, the crew makes sure it is caught and not

‘lost; even though other crews can go after other whales.

That crew wants to make sure the wounded whale is not lost.
The crews who are not alert get reprimanded by the elders.
- — and this would be an embarrassing situation.

And now we find out we cannot hunt whales: us, who are with-
out plants, who can only hunt in the spring time for food,
who are raised by the meat of the animals, your animals,
who are not raised by eating vegetables, only with animal
meat. For those of you who live on the coast as far as Pt.
llope, that meat is your livelihood. When the seals are

scarce and the walrus comes, we do catch walrus sometimes.

Going back to the white people, they can pick off vegetables
for their food, and as long as there is Zood for sale thev
buy food for their children. But for us, we need animal
meat. If they stop our whaling, our craving for oil would
be too strong. As for me I cannot go without oil very lony.



anceﬂt

Because I was r

aised en oil. Eating meat without o0il i3 pot

appetizing at all.

Who is the final ¢ on whales? Is it the white neonie?
tio, it is our on=2 v Cod. iz givas the whala o anvona
he wishes to bless as person will kKill jt. Even if£ thev
get several whale nZ the whalz will b2 wasted. Seoen
during putchering, :they are thinking of their relatives in
Kotzebue, Kivalina, inland, Anaktuvuk Pass and they will not
forget them until they nawve sent a portion. They know they
need the oil too. Parc of that whale is always shipped since
the airplanes hava started flying here. But I hear that

white man whalers <o not catch the whale for food. They do
not hunt the whales 30 the2vy can eat it. They hunt only fo
make money off of the blubber and probably the other parts,
.and they throw away the m2zt we could use for food And as
for you, Inupiait, you xnow 19 whales were caught this spring
and where is the me2zt Zrom those 19 now? How did all that
meat disappear? By selling 1t? DNo. The meat disappeared

via our stomachs and also to our far away relatives.

The Inupiats have besn vary wronged by this ban on

whaling. It is so wrong, that it hurts; because to you, the.
Inupiats, the whale is vour livelihood. The belugas and the
ducks are not as vital as the whale to you. You store them

in your cellars as extra supplies, but nowadays even when

you “bring home ducks, you don't even have time to store then.
They are eaten up bzfore you know it. Even though there is

a lot of white man's food, people like me, are not used o

the white man's food. Food gathering time is short, so we
Inupiat Runters hunt without any sleep. This hard labor

for o0il is done for our relatives elsewhere and for our
children. Nowadays, becauss2 of our population, each person
can have just a little handful from each whale. When I was youn
young person who is able participated on the crew to help

in any way he can. And when they catch a whale we are en-
titled to a share. And if they stop the whaling, we can only .
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'live on hardship.

Other countries can still hunt, and you, who use whales only
as food are being stoppad. Are they getting fewer, as told
now? I have been to Hershel Island long ago; and if they
are diminishing why are they growing in numbers on this

side of Hershel Island? 1Is this any indication of extinc-
tion? When I waes there at first, I didn't see even one
whale, just belugas. But now, Inupiat east of us are

saying there are many whales there, just floating and
sleeping; and now there is also word that there are more
whales than before around Xotzebue. Are they really
diminishing by the lcoks of it? As for ﬂysclf, I would

not say that they are diminishing. This spring I heard
there were many whales passing through both closer and also
further out. When I was younger we still use mast sail
boats. When leaving on boats we could see indications in
the sky that there is ice on the east. side of this ice pact
and usually the big whales would be over there. We usually
do not bother thase whales because we are hunting for walrus.
Sometimes there are many whales just floating. Last fall

I heard that there were many of these whales, and that the

people from Barrow were hunting them even though it was a

risk. So now where are the meat from those whales? Did
we finish them all by selling them? I htave never heard of
anybody selling it. We eat them, send them out and give
them out, or age them for better taste afiter which they are
taken to satisfy our stomaches. I thinx I have talked
enough. The only time the whale can be hunted is in the
spring; in the fall it is not always herz. During the
spring, we catch the daring and the yournger whales. In
the fall, they all return in various sizes in abundarce.
So there are a lot of whales we can go zfiter. How is 1t
that the whales are diminishing,when this is their route



Vincent “and vou as hunters have not noticed any shork

aaes?  Bul
there 1r3 outside hunters hunting with ships The,vcg
the ones &trying to finish off the whales. It would be
best 1if tn:y are stopped from huntlng whales, sincz =hoy
don't hunt for fZood. . But w= hunt whales for our fond.
i We should be allowad to continue hunting shales. God nade
them for us for food, and I know you understand.
Elijah . I am not a whale hunter like him (Vincent). I havb not
Kakinya been on a crew like him (Vincent). I am onlv an inland
~hunter. I was brought here so my testimony may ho1o. As

far back as I can remember people here from Barrow were
always bringing blubber to the Nigliq people,and thz in-

land people would give them skins. That is what they used
to do long ago. I would not like for the whale hunting to
’ ‘stop here in Barrow because this was being done from time
x immemorial here in Barrow. That is how I live. Even .
though I'm nct a whale hunter, I was raised on blubler

and oil with meat. BAnd did the people from inland buy
from their relatives here? The relatives from here would
bring the oil to give to the inlanders, and the people
. from inland places like Anaktuvuk Pass would give them -
. skins, sinews or other things from animals that they had
o hunted through the winter. That is the way they lived
long ago. I am not a whale hunter but I grew up eating
0il. Even when I don't come to Barrow, I would hear.
that Barrow people had cgught a whale and, yes, I will
again eat oil. And I won't pay for it, - - this was a
certainty. Yes, I will eat oil from that whale, and
not have to pay for it; my relatives will send me some
muktuk and meat. I also don't want whale hunting stopped.
I agree with Vincent. Whenever Barrow catches a whale,

¢ . it doesn’'t matter which crew, a package will reach us
N with muktuk and meat. It will arrive with our name on
it. -

People from Barrow and Anaktuvuk Pass are now related by
intermarrying from long ago and that is why we are ngmn
meat all the time from our relatives. Anaktuvuk Pass is
my home from the beginning. The other one died and the
others have left so I am the only one left. I see here
descendants of some of the people who were originally
from Anaktuvuk Pass, some of them with my blcod. This
is how I can testify that to thic day I have never bought
0il or meat from the whale. It is always given to me from
relatives. And because of this I certainly would not like
to see the whale hunting stopped here in Barrow. I strongly
feel like that because the white man's only reason for
killing the whale is to make lots of money from the oil.
He does not want it for food, just.for money. aAnd that
is why they don't want you to have your way or succeed in
this, you who own the land, you people from Barrow, you,
who from time immemorial have always hunted the whale.’
Long, long ago they hunted it with harpcons, this is what
I've heard. And I would not like whale hunting to stop.
I was asked to testify about the whales. I have learned
to live, I am now 82 vears old and because of that I must
know how to live.- I must know rlght frem wrong. An

g, Inupiagq is not like a white man in his diet. An Inupiac

’ ' cannot satisfy his hunger without oil even though he is
eating other things too. So how can you stop hunting
the whale? I know you can't stop. You will not stop.
Keep hunting the whale so long as they cCon't otop vou.
Eating without oil does not last. Even though I'm an
inlander, I was raised on oil, because my.father was a

“ ' concerned provider who also coulcn t go without oil.

This is so for our people; nobody here can live without
0il, as Vincent said, our white man goveranment is foolishly
wrong to see the ©il only as a way to get money. - I seccnd
his feeling about that. I toc cannot go without oil.

—
'



glijan

/"\\
{

§o‘aﬂu!s, I cdon'z fak2 tae mornlng but come lanca Lin
1t nwust be there and suppsroine.  Did I bws 1b? X
was given and sent Lo ny relatives haere-in Barrow.

I testifv to :this...zhizy hove agoiien a whale in 3arvrow. ..
T will eat o1l;I am c2rtaln ol kEhis....I will cat muktuk,
and meat. I say thani you to veonlse here. FEven thouch

I am not a whaie nunter I cet che ruktux and meat, because
0of the way our pacdlz2 Iron Darrowr and my home are. This
is our strcng_h. Paonlis 1n Baryow can catch the whale and
the people inland have Zeen accepiting the wmeat and nmuktuk.
That 1is why vou should never have to ston whale hunting-
Our white men are unmindiul and they are wrong, SO Wrong.
The Inupiat do rnot eat plants, only game that has-to be
gotten first. 'The game we hunt is all we grow up on.

That is how I was raiszd Irom the time I was able to hunt.
I had a father who was against wasting food. We alwavs -
ate it all. That's the kind of father I had, who treasured
meat for food. And kecause I had such a father, that 1is
how I am too. I would like very nruch to bz of help to
Barrow people abouit thz whaling but I am nothing. I want _
yvou to follow in the footsteps and ways of our elders of
long ago. I don't want the whale hunting stopped because
it is our livelihood. Thank you for letting me come to
testify. My people up thers are not outspoken and thank

vou for picking me to come here. Their reason being that
‘they don't really know wavs of long 2gO0. Put me, I know,
I an 82 years old and my wife is 81, because both of us
know how to treat OLYX stomachs. (applause)

I am grateiul that I m
able to speak. Becszus
his breath by his Make
well in body. I am th
raised with survival 1
game and we learned th

ght pe of help here and that I am
2rson has been given at least
to today,even though he is not
1. I am one of those people
d. Ye were raised living on
rom our parents, hunting either
on land or -at sea or ywhere. I lived as a nomad then,
inland, and I am glac that we opened by talking about curxr

God because we do not
living among peopnle wh
not up to us; we have

survive without

Him.

Lven when

don't believe, our life is still
a Leader,; the Maker of all things,

this is what a person knows. ihen a person is going to
be hunting, God is remembered first. Not by -our own will
but by His will who is strong, that we have heard oif and
know of. When I am preparing to go whale hunting, even
though I am not a very good person (you know me), I look
to God and pray first and when this is done there are no
hardships, Ee is with us. This goes for the pcoole who
help. We never have money to pay them. When it is time
for sewing together the new skin cover for the boat. the
sewers are the ones who arc praving and hoping for the
good hunt. Theilr pay comes when we are successful, be-
cause they have been heard by the Lord. That is the
reason they get a share of the whale and they had been
expecting and knowing that meat and muktuk would be given
to them. '

vhy and for what reason is our white-people government
now battling us? We know the people before us *thave °
always tried to make a living and we have learned from
them. The government people are now only following
their minds; only their human will. They arceé not fol-
lowing God. But with Gocd's help, it is certain: He

is the only way. Even when tmes are very hard he eases
them for anybody. From time inmnmemorial we've learned
from whale hunters and watching them I have learned &
little and even thouch I don't follow tixom hunting any-
nore, T urge my childzen not to stop. I urge them be-
cause when they do o down I wait for their success.



Gtis o They have finally 122t and tbe,'h“ve taken my placz, in
a sense. They will bring ne food Ve, who don't live
on plants, are alwavs looking forward to their nparvost
of m=zat when they ¢o out hunting, no mattor where, hening
they catch us Zoou. it 13 hazd to be manisulated rom
. far away by the whiteman govarnment. fThey arce batzling
- us. They are like soldiers. They are being foolish,
and they are not to b2 followad. If they want to do

sometasng to me I'm at their Jismosal, I cannot run

away. After I learned to nunt,my father died and that
is all I did. Hun Yhen I could have been going to
school, I was ]uoh hunting. My younger brothers and
sisters, Ekowana, Nuliatchiag, Magniq, and my older
sister and my mother were the ones I had to hunt for,
for their food. I would have learned or studied 1f I
had just gone to school but I had to find their supper
which otherwise would not be there. ‘hey would always -
be thinking, mavbe I will catch a seal for our supper.
So now I don't know the English language, even though
I understand very little from the short time I was in
school.

r
o]
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This whaling has started and it will not stop. Bezaring
the cross, the strength of the Maker, you must continue
to fight them. You will not only fight them, but your
God will be there. He will listen. I feel so hurt
thinking of our children just growing and fighting for
survival while other countries can freely hunt.! How
will we live? This is not right, it is very wrong,
their battling us. Because the animal- - whether big
or small, bearded seal, or seal or ducks 1is our means
of life. They are always shared and given by relatives.
- . And it is not only their doing, their thoughts are led

: ) by God. You find yourself being grateful, when you no
longer can hunt, and still food 'is being brought to vou
and given to you. These people who give the food are
among you here sitting with you and they are to be thanked
. : very much and I hope that they still will be successful in
‘ : their hunts. A person is never alone during his hunting.
When he tries to go by his own will because he thinks
he can, is not successful. He is not remembering the
only One person who will help him. He might be able to
kill the small animals on land but the whale is a hard and
difficult one to catch. When the whale doesn't want to
be caught, the hunter cannot catch him. The hunter has
a Leader {and the whales know] which is their Maker. I
would like to really urge you, like soldiers also, and
‘our soldier is God, so with Him as leader do your best.

M._.ley Aiken Although I'm not very old I would like to speak: before you
go too far into your testimonies.I would like to tell you
why the government is trying to stop your whale hnﬂtlng.
Starting from the land claims settlement I've been going
to meetings there where the laws are made, learning a

~little about them, listening to them. And right now,
I know a little about their reasoning. I'll do my best
to tell you that. The law was made five years ago that
they would send us $467.5 million. It might already be
gone and some of them down there are thinking "those people
up there who we spent that much money on already, how can

5% they be worried for food? We'll take their money, they
have already gotten rich. Now we'll get rich off of them
because we have already sent them that much money. They
have about a billion dollars [with the $500 million more from
Alaskal" That is why they are trying to stod so many
things. They have already qtopped our caribou hunting,
or they are limiting it. "We are the cnes to sell the
Eskimos meat', they think. Why are we letting them get
awvay with such things? There are other peocple trying to

Patat N
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‘iesley . - sell us moab.  Th

sC RE na lawm re roeading these leteors evoo
day. Rignt ncw I'nm le £ mv thoughts. Thor hawe 2l-
ready starced this and can speak up we muss hack D
our clmcLJ who are tes agalnst stopping the whals
hunt. Especiall: on D001l MuUsht Aacke. T alno hiueeon
learned about Inupdet wwavys, about hunting for food and
eating game for caxInsz, lunch and suppar. I was raiscd
on not ecating »lants, onlv nmeat. It really hasn't been
that lpuq, I'm only 51 wears old bubt L did want to let vonu
know my thoughts ©I whyr they are doing this. When we don't
have anvmore monay and thay have stopped all our hunting.,
what are we going £o zave, unless we CCDCLLY and be heard
right now. Th2 mcney wWill be 901_, it wen't last many
vears. We will have had to spend it on meat. We will b=
buylng great amounts oI mszat from outside with our money,
this is what they are thinking and waiting for. I know

the lawmakers receive letiars and I have seen it and they
are so big its hard to oossose them. tWhenever a person
stays quiet and doesn't fight they Urlbe laws without
consulting him, making it so it can't be understood with-
out first using the dictionary word for word. .It stands
like that unless a person finds out first. If these laws’
to stop our hunting ares written where we don't understand
them we will be stoppad. I want you to back these elders
and this 1is the reason I'm te lTing you this because I too
love meat, the Inuplat Zood and to. this daj I cannot go
without it. When I star=d. smtingwhite mans' food, not

frozen meat which is u to eat everyday, that is when I
started gottﬁng fat. % T stopped eating all Inupiat
food. This is what I = 24 to tell you to back theso
elders up in their testimonies.

0
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Thomas .
3{} ¥, Sr.’ I also have something to say and vou all know my father was
, a white man. My mother was Inuplag and I also have uncles
Broweir, who are Inupiats who taught me how to live as an Inupiat.
o _ Because they said if I don't know how an Inupiaq lives and
- try to make a living here T wouldn’t last. Those words I
heard and,when these words wxepassed to my father he
didn't forbid it when my uncles wanted to take me on
their hunts even though I was young. I was 11 years old
when they started taking me out and my father didn’t forbi&
it because I have to know how to live in this cold countx
and this is what I must lsarn from these men my uncles.
That I must learn how to hunt. To begin with, my father,
when he came here to the Inupiaqg, married an Inupiag, he
does not take Inupiags word as nothing {as frivolous],
he held it in high esteem because he became part of them,
. a relative of them. They were not really his original
N background people, but they were the people he will be
living with. That is the reason many Inupiat people turned
to my father, respecting him, because they found ocut that
he will teach them in return what he had learned outside
and pass it on to them and for that reason they rocpected
him. ~

o,

: This is how it was when I was growing up. When thev have
" been out hunting and when they brought their catch to him
he didn't try to trade with them at first. He told them
to visit his wife: "Go eat first and then we will do our
trading", this was his word. While then growing up I
know his first reason for coming here was to f£ind out the
{ prospect in the whaling industry. Only the baleen was
h ' important for land stations like Barrow, but with ships
the blubber of the whale was also important. I partici-
pated during those years when we would sail ocut to thne
pack ice looking for whales, not bothering with the whales
close to the land. During the latter part of Septenmber
they would take us out toward Siberia or Wrangell Islancg,
or Hershel Island. Lots of new ice would be there, with
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manyileags op=n With h2avyv lce as permanent ground havond.
And in the maln water there would be whales floating and
these were ths whales w2 hunted with ships. Right now

we ara ccacerned with Inuplag meah that we ware raisad
on. Ewven though & have 4 wihite man for a fathaw, o
stomach is an Inuniag stomach. Without oil, withouc
fermented Inupiag meat I couldn't live ever.

Going bacx to the gonernmeﬂt, in either 1896, 1894 or the
1800's they brought the reind=zer here so the crews in the
ships that nLght be irccked here in Barrow would not
starve beca of animal shortage. When thay brought the

reindeer, thO reinceer was f£irst meant for the Inupiaa.

And thos reindeer that were yours, each perscn having a
herd, wuntil 'BIA came in with their laws forming a coop,
taking the herds, and putting them in uncapable hands.

Then how long did the herds last? I used to take care

of reindeer herds. In the fall I would be glad when the
bull reindeer would travel to the beaches toward the coal
mine because they would breed at this time. In the fall,

we would segregate the caribou so they woulén't breed -
with the reindeer. For this is the tims they are followed
and joined by the reindeer. How we say that thes reindeer -
is gone: I have seen caribou and reindeer breeding toget-
her. After these young fellas came, who were just trving

to earn money and really not caring for the reindeer, afterx
the government took the reindeer away from the owners. _
The caribou interbreeded with them, the whole coastal area is
now without reindeer, all the way to Hoatak, the mouth of .
the Yukon River and as far as Barter Island. These are

the reindeer they talk about. They are nothing. I say

they are nothing. If one person had taken care of them
properly they would be running still.

When the work on oil started, since my father died, the

young men who were looking for oil were startling the
reindeer with their vehicles. While my three unmarried
sons were here in Barrow for supplies, the oil men chased
the reindeer off boundaries. The Ikpikvak was the boundry
line for the companies and once the reindeer crossed we
had to ask permission to retrieve the reindeer £from other
company owners. We were told "no, you cannoct". The BIA
has seen this, their own doing, this last thing that they
themselves instigated which didn't work out, and they
couldn't face up to it. They were only happy to see it
not work out and they forbade us to cross the boundaries.
I tried talking them into it saying that I will give all
the unmarked ones to the company for a new start. No, it
will not be like that. That was the end of our ‘reindeer.

So now, you are being given orders? laws? regulations
from the so-called protectors of caribocu, whalers and
those who call themselves game management people - — after
they practically TOOX away - the only azximals you your-—
selves herded. When the reindeer joined with the caribou,
as you know in your hearts, the bigger »art is the reindeer,
your reindeer. So now they are being ragulated. Since
you didn't take care of them they are now being called
caribou. This summer while camping I watched my grandson
at the edge of our drinking water lake, splashing around.
He is the son of my youngest son. While I was sitting

on the lee side of the house this boy said, "Grandpa,

here is a caribou coming". I watched that caribou comne

‘close by the house and he stood close to the boy, Just

watching him, and finally, thinking a caribou does not
usually come this close and be so inquiszitive and daring,
and thinking that the caribou might hurz the boy, I picked
up a bolt action type 22 cun and I started getting very
close to the caribou. I kept watching the bOj and finally



I hit the hood o<

the venlsle with the qun and when he
turned to look a: o2 I ’”"Og“*"ﬁ” the marx on hin, our
reindeer's markh., This wWas one reincdeser who might havo
recognized the scont, and wanting to be clos2 to 2 haman
again it had come %2 us. Than I had & hiecd 0f roiadans
they would comL whenevar they would co.n= on my
leaward sid LIZing me con the body, because they nmissed
a2 human be shot that co2ribeu ia the body and alter
a few steps when it died I called my wife and danghter-—
in-law to come down and see the ear (where it was marked).
After my wife went to it she said, "look at that, one of
our reindeer herd had conme home". Twenty years has passed
but there are still reindesr with marks living with the
caribou.
We think back to ths wav we live, the Inupiag, living
along the coast, ané to the way we are manipulated. ‘hen
this land was bought, the Inupiag was not bought. I have
never heard oI a law which said that the Inupiaa was not
bought. I have nse=r heard of a law which said that the
Inupiag were bought. But the people who they bought the

land from told then tn these Inupiat who are already
there,who live there,will not be manipulated. They will
be respected. When Christianity f£irst came up here all

the Inupiat as far as I knew would go to church. Some

of them who worked for my father used to be shamans. My
father said oretimes, Lo test one of them, "The weather

used to be chadgeﬂ (by shamans), why don't you let it-get
windy?" This old man came to my father and. looking up at
.him with tears in his told my father calling him by name
"Charlie, when Christianity came to us I accepted it and

I would like to forg=t the old way of life". My father
said to him,"I will never again say that to you. I res-
pect you as a person. You have said what I wanted to hear.
I will not try‘uo make a fool of you again about it." This
is the kind of thing I grew up in. I had a white man
father and Inupiag mother. Many times, now, the law makers
look to me and ask i:Z couldn't have a say about things

to help my people, to represent them. I am now speaking
from my heart and if the Inuvviaq way of life were to be
changed now it would be a hardship.

e ‘U
- (1

There are no growing things (plants) we can pick. But the
One person watches us and provides for us. .This One person,
the Inupiaqg gratefullv respact. You heard these elders
speak: when there is some extra it is sent out to rela-
tives. And I say here and now that our population 1is
growing: people from other places are moving in and it
will keep happening to the whole coast cf Alaska. There
will be laws and regulations limiting our hunts. We know
now that some animals are getting fewer and these things

we will all hear _izbout. If it has to be so I would really
like it if there is some good in it for you the younger
generation. "We the older generation had others before us
too and they are now gone and there are not many of us
older generation now, just a very few. What we went
through and our way of life we leave to you and if you will
keep it alive you must work teogether. Should just one
group of hunters get many game? Or will there be a limit
of one per crew like the limit on caribou? If there

should be a limit of one animal (whale) will there be
several people with guns with marks on them as captains
shooting to claim their catch {limit of onel Is this

how it will be? These are the things vou must think about.
These requlations might not be for long. When I partic-
ipated during the cormercial whaling times, the head of
the harpoon is marked for identification and also the bomb
which is shot 1into the whale also has the mark of identi-
fication. These were the only ones with 1den;1flcatlons.
In case the rope should break off that Jonb mn1c1 first hit
the whale with that mark on it will be the cntification.
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The bombs usaed to shoot the already wounded animal
marked. &So I am telling you khis which T learned thaon
there was no guastion as to who that whale belongs &
Only the first bomb to hit the whale is marked. e
time will come wha? ryoabouk ouch
things. The coast = 2 v heavily populated aad
it will be even morz populated. Here in barrow alone
there are now close to forty boats out whale huntin
because of this I think you should think of these reg
tions and othears wnhan 1t is gebtiting harder to hunt, s0

vou will do the rignht thing.
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is still Inupiag, my stomach is stil
‘ s of these three elders who sooke b
me would be the 2 words used by those who are alread
dead who were great hunters. Those who have passed on
from among you, your fathers and your grandfathers, they -
are the ones you are now hearing through our words, through
the few of us left. Hoping to be of help, this is what X
give to you. But when the animals are coming by we hear
they are counting them. They come by via different routes,
closer in and farther out, sometimes there are none on

the closer lead because they are traveling on the lead
farther out, going east. When they start saying how few
the whales have become, that there are "only 30C" I am
reminded how in the £all I hunt whales below the islands
east of us. Sometimes I go after one, sometimes tw
bubbles. Seeing these I know here are whales. When I
get there it is usually every very muddy because therg

are so many whales, sometimes 5, 10, 15 whales would

come up right after each other when they startled. Aand
when they start traveling there would be 30, 60, 70, 90
whales would go by after I had seen only 2 bubbles (in-
dications) (signs). For this reason I never believe

when they say that there are only 300 or 1,000 whales

now. There is scmething wrong somewhere. They always
point at the Inupiag, something which is always to txy

to, hinder the Inupiag. I wanted to pass on to you what
was taught to me by my father, my uncles, which I have
already lived through. Thank you.

-

I am not very old, but old enough. I am 61 years old. I
understand everyone who has spoken, they didn't speak
English, they talked about their way of life. I have an
older brother. We were raised learning from these people
who testified, being taught the Inupiag way of life.

We haven't lived with our father since we were 11 years
old. We worked for Tom's father living with our grandparents.
We never went to school. 2And my grandfather was my
teacher about the Inupiag's way of life. The way a man,
standing tall, would live. And right now I will say this
to you. You young people, having gone to school, having
been educated, you are not above these elders with

‘white hairs. The elders already know the way of life you

now have reached. They know what is coming tomorrow and
how to live through it. And I believe the 3 people, with
Tom as the 4th, who spoke to us. They were taught too.
My- grandfather who I'm going to talk about can make a
living with just the pole with a spear which is used for
testing the ice while hunting, and hunting seal. He didn’'t
use a gun. He would fill up a cellar catching seals
through the blow hole. He can kill these whales we are now
talking about with just the harpoon without guns. He

would kill whales like that being just a crew member until
he decided to get a crew together himself to see how many
he can kill and tc prove he can kill more than anyone.

When he went whale hunting that spring he harpooned many
whales but never killed them. That is what these pecople
were telling us, that we need God's helr. That grandiather
of mine was a shaman, who raisew iz : able Lo ecoono

] n 3 .y - Yo % e~ -
a weasel, he had a kear in nimm, and iz &i50 Can
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£o sleep Ly followiny nis fracks and singing o plm.  On:
time putting my back to him, while he was sitting he sald
to me, "My grandson, i1I you can learn this song, 1t is
not a sin, I will sing 1%t once. you keen vour back to me,
if you don't learn i: ii's okay." He sang it ﬁnﬂ it wasn’'t
very long but thers wazs only one word I could remember.
It wasn't meant for m2 to leara it. This is now ny
grandfather railsar me: "Grandson, th2re won't be anv
animals left for wou to hunt,” he would say pulling away
£ my pillows, pulling me out of my badding. So I could be
a man he said, be & man and follow the hunters as thev
hunt and that is why I Zollow along and hunt so people
who are able can gest shares. These elders who spoke before
you, lived like anim2ls (hunting for food and survival) in
those days. I was among them for maybe a few days. An
: animal after being curled up for the night, goes out
\ hunting for his fcod, and after eating, goes to sleep again
! for the night. This is the way of life they told us )
about.. And since this is our way of life, we don't want .
%.to stop our hunting a;imalsr ve don’t‘want to stop our
' ™ whale hunting. That is the kind of life, like animals,
our people had long ago.

I ve gone through starvations, going without food for
days, and these times heloed to strengthen me. As for
the blubber (0il) they were talking about, after going
without it for days I bravely (shamefully) went to my
uncle because I want 0il ‘to Tom, who spoke before me.

7 5 He didn't say anything but gave me a seal poke half filled

O with o0il. He said I
C it to me so we can

I will not buy it but that he is giving
return to good health again. And this
oil, from a whale, helpsed my people who were starving,
. . losing strength, to g back to health enough to be able
3 to hunt again. Some 0% vou might remember this instance.

{ - .. Bert Okakok knows about it. Wesley should know about it

o : too because he used to follow our hunts. We never carried
much food supplies. And you voung people, you're smart,
.you're educated, you heard both English and Inupiag ways
of life, you understand both. So why are you letting
yourselves be taken, why are you letting them stop our
whale hunting? You know how to speak English; you can
understand English. My understanding will be like that,
straight forward, not to obey regulations nor be afraid
to be put in jail. Even though it must be nice to live to

C' be 82 years old, this 82 year-old is alert, lively, his
- words are precious. He looks like he's ready to run
around. And us here who just now passed 60, we thought
we were old, but we are stiil young and as long as we
don't loose our hunting -our bodies will be just as strong
as his. I know, and I wouldn't lie, that I can live
both ways. So are you, you are like that, you can live
both ways. So we don't want to lose our whale hunting,
we want to keep it. I am ready to leave anytime to go
whale hunting. My boat is ready anytime. I don't have
much more to say but I want to urge you young people,
this is what you must learn, what these elders have told
us. I have it, it was taught to me by my grandfather. 1y
v grandfather was dying for 3 days and after those 3 days ke
( turned to Christianity and gave himself to God. A person
‘ who lives without God has no one to help, no peace of mLpd
and this is my testimony. )

Bert Okakok Since we're talking about whale hunting, I grew up participatin
in the whaling crews. I was still a cryzaby when I
started going whale hunting. My uncle, <inagtag, would
bring me along pulling me on a sled and when they are rowing
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and I get sle=2py n2 would su: me on his lan and our me =0
sleep. liere thev are working hard and hare he had in mind
to teach m2 and as 1t turnad out I wasa't a vary good
learner. And wh2n w2 no longer can see wnales on this
* A . closer lead, as soon as weather permits, and as soonn as
' it no longer gets cdark, they would row, (there were no
motors then) all day long to go farther out to the lead,
even though you couldn't see it. Once there, we wonuld hunt
for whales, rowing, we would go below the point (Point Barrow)

hunting for whales and when we would start for homza it
would be rough  ¢oing with rough water, usually no ice, mayhe
a few pieces. When we get hungry we cooked with coals.
We didn't have Coleman-stoves then to play around with.
I was in on those ancient whale hunting ways. I was
~~very young, but I can't say what my age was: I was
still at that cryable age; that Vincent always made me cry.
That is the way our elders then treated us, even through
hardships, they would hunt for our food, food for the i
future, and thinking of people who were poorer than them.
Not everybody, then, was a hunter, but the ones who hunt
always shared their food. You already heard these elders
speaking of those who lived on animals only, and nowadays
we don't live on animals only. When we are short of some-
thing we run to the store, where we can find many things
but the Inupiag food is something we can't go without.

L Even when we eat the whiteman's food we are usually not
satisfied but eating the Inupiaq food is filling to
satisfaction. And you all know me, some food don't

. . agree with me anymore, I get sick often. My stomach is
9 not very strong now anymore. And now I only eat Inupiag
food because my stomach agrees with it. And also I can't
go without o0il. I eat blubber everyday. I can't eat
seal o0il now but I eat whale blubber, the only thing
L ‘ keeping me alive. : :
- I also didn't believe whoever counted whales. In those
times when they don't see whales on this side they go
way out to hunt whales. That is where many whales
travel so far away we can't see them from up here. You
already heard these remarks about different routes
whales take. There are more whales far out than there are
on the lead close by. These elders who testified are
teaching us the good way of life we should follow. They
are telling us about fighting for our rights against those
‘ lawmakers who are trying to stop our whale hunting. That.
o meat and oil are some things that we can't go without.

’ When whale hunting is stopped we will starve because we
are not able hunt seals and bearded seals. The whiteman
government will not take care of us, they will not care if
we starve. For that reason let us back up the people
who are trying to help us to continue our whale hunting,
when they ask for help let us help them as much as we

= can.
(harles : '
- Edwardsen, o : : : : :
Jdr. . After a 10 minut break Arnold Brower and Jacob Adams will

talk to you about the whaling captains meetings.

A-rnold Brower, v )
Sr. ‘ You all know me, I am Arnold Brower, Sr. I also made it
. . to the times that these elders were telling you about.
I was a boy helper to Vincent and I started learning from

him, watching my elders whal hunting ancd following along.

I believe in their word about hunting. “wWhen I try to do
it my own way it usually doessn't work ouz right. Their
teachings about whiales —-- that they coul.l detect danger,
that they cculd smell -- these teachings I found out wire

trus by mv own doings (by not always minding their teachings).
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which I had already ocut from my elders.

The whale 1is really the
stories about it, it br the nalukatag,
feasting when the whali This is the only
thing the Inupiag has. ey don't have anything elss. This
is the thing that the whale hunters try their best for, and
they don't think of mone: Right away the successful

hunter starts getting ready for this, so the people might
enjoy themselves and have fun. The whale is very dear to
the people up here. They've had it from the beginning and

- for that reason I would not like to see the end to that.
Even when we try to change things, no, the elders tell

us to keep it as it is, bscauss it has been like that

from the beginning. It is a vital part of our 1life in

SO many ways. Here in Barrow the whale travels through
twice a year in the spring and in the fall. 1In the fall,

in September, they travel by till the ocean freezes over.
When conditions are right we kill some of them. Fall

time hunting is hard since they usually are far out and we
have a hard time bringing them in and the meat spoils sometimes
But there are people who are always trying to make things
difficult for other people, and the only thing those people
see in writing are about the meat spoiling. These things
arethe things that are now hurting us Inupiat. They see
this spoiling and theay see us as wasteful. Even though we
are trying and doing our very best to store it all away,
some of the meat spoils. I competely back up what Vincent
Nageak, Elijah Kakinga, Bert Okakok and Otis Ahkivgak told
you about our way of life which has been from the beginning.
I want it left alone. I want whale hunting to continue
‘unless they find a valid reason to stop it, something valid
to show that it is becoming extinct, so that we could see

it with our own eyes that there are only very few whales.

c
n

ing hunt is over.
T

I never said that I want to eat the very last whale when

I testified in Washington, D.C. When I was there I saw,

in writing, this desperation about how the whale is beconlng
extinct, and this writing had been haopﬁﬁlng without us ,
knowing about it. It had been written without our knozledge,
without first consulting us, and it was he eing taken to a
meeting in Australia on the other side ©- the world. “The
whales are becoming extinct; it's best for Inupiat to

stop whale hunting. These words were pzrt of what was

being taken as records of testimony to tiat meeting- We

found this out just kefore the delegate .oft. Ve we
luckily informed about thi otherwise we would never h
known. This plot was prepared by those yqoplp down tic
without first censulting cur way of life and without £

n
I
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finding this wonuld affect our 1ifm and how i= o

be here w1 the whale. They did not worrsy avces =h
‘bad affect it wonuld have on our lives. Their onl+w

was that thz whnale was bGCOﬂLAW extinct so thov we

toc stop the Inuplat £ i fhis iz what

on paper and this 1is wnat made us seek your help.

I was there the last time we met again trying to find out
more about it and trving to find the good in it. Etok

was there and cthers were there and the lawmakers were
there, the big bosses were there and the Assistant Secretary
of Interior was there. What we wanted was to hear this
from them, straigh:t from them. How is it that this thing
has come about? ¥ho started it? These were our guastions.
The pushing around was going to be completely turned i
around. We were being blamed for this and that, but we
“were now going to be told firsthand. We found out how we
would slaughter whales; not how many times one whale had
to be bombed, but as if each bomb was for one whale. It

was astounding, but there it was down on paper. Ve

asked to be told how this information was gotten. They
were even hesitant in telling us all theso and others
because they were so wrong, and had no prcof. You've
heard of one white man who worked for NARL who would go
around asking kids, girls, "who had shot whales", instead
of going to us hunters for this information. - This is what
was on paper. These methods we found out ahout, and
disapprove of them. These were tales to put the blame

on us, but they were down on paper.

This wasn't all. You know about scientists, they study

everything and are very highly educated. They write

about many things. There was one, Durham, who was there,
who told about how he was a brother to the Inupiat, how
he was now one of the whale hunters. He was applauded

and admired at the meeting. 1In one of his talks he said,
which really hurt me, "Eight percent of the whale is
thrown away, ever since we no longer use dog teams.” This

was really too much to take and it really hurt me. This
prompted me to tell them how even before the whale hunters
go out they are planning how they will share up that
whale. I told that person that I would never believe his
word now because it is just tales, make believe stores,

“that he had written. I hurt his feelings but I told him

that I will not believe in his word now. You probably know
and have seen him around here. He was trying to back us

up but that one statement hurt me. A little statement like
that makes us look very wasteful with the whale meat. That
statement is wrong. When we share up tha whale some of

the shares are now just a potfull because there are so

‘many people now. The captain gets a bit more. I told them

that we do not hunt the whale so we can s3ell it. I also
told them not to change our whale hunting. I had a few
testimonies from the few of you because we didn't have time,
and I was backed up by those testimonies. = In order to

do anything about our whale hunting they must have proven
material which shows we are doing wrong and they must

have exact counts to prove the decline that they claim.

Leave our whale hunting alone which we have lived with

from the beginning of life up here. This is what I told
them. But I also told them about the time of our first
meetings with them when our turn came to testify,  Williem
Aron, who was heading this up stoodupto leave

and Dale Stotts went and blocked his way at the door

asking him why he didn't want to stay tc listen to us.

This was not a right thing to do but we 4id want him to
hear our side. He did not hear our test:inmony, after
telling us to go there. These things we had to go through.

e
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We were really Q“Q"a:

e¢ down there. iie gave us to those
peonle like throwing a scran of food to a team of starving
dogs. We were told to go back +to shamanism, Lo our qlc
way of hunting, they usad all the reqgulations to block us
“from testifying, thev wouldn't let la awyers answer our
questions or cur lawrer couldn't speak for us. Like this
instance this morning ai the beginning o the hearings
/ when we were told this is the only wavy for th2 hearing to
. go on that there are rules to follow. I'm glad I went
along to that mesting, not sending Dale Stotts alone,
because I think we co: Zo them a little, answered some of
“their questions. Wes are coing through these tough timss .
because we don't wan* to stop nunting the whale, we
don't want your food be taken away from you. We are now
‘ this far and to too 1t o0ff this morning happened because

\ © I want to testify in my Inupiag language to you without
: an English translator because I knew I would keep forcebflng
what I'want to say. I didn't care if he didn't let me
talk if he didn't have a translator. I'm glad we can do
this here in our -own languags and are able to talk about
our whale. I'm sure this will be of great help to us
once it's typed up in the English language and they will
be able to understand ktetter. They must let us know if
there are now just a few whales left. I won't oppose
them if this is in fact true but if it is true, we want
to know. I don't think it's right for them to do that just
by guesswork. If they are going to stop us from hunting
- the whale which is our main food there must be more than
{\ - just guessing at numbers. This will continue to be ny
' : way of thinking. I don't want them to listen to the
. people who live down there and who are just guessing at
o : numbers, and untruths at that, and then putting these down
(w; : _ as documents. I do not acree this is what our lawmakers

”

Dt

. should go by. This has to be corrected ba=cause our livelihood,

' our culture, lies cn the whale so much. It is our food.
Our culture lies on it. I am with you who think we ShOle
be allowed to hunt the whale. Thank you.

Rosabelle _
Rexford I want to thank you for allowing me to spzak. I tried
giving my testimony in English this morning but I kept
getting mixed up, so I want to give this in my Inupilag
language. I think they, our whiteman govs rnment, are
wrong when they try to sgop our whale hunting. As far
as I can remember back to my childhood I could never go
without oil, this was what my parents taught me. I always
hear about the whales travelling each spring and fall
without stopping. I am also deeply hurt by our white
man government when they try to stop us the Inupiat on
the Arctic coast of Alaska, from hunting the whale, just
like all you people. If they do succeed, lets look at
the map of Alaska for a minute, they are trying to stop
our hunting up here, and i1f fishing were stopped down
around here (indicating map) they would also fight about
it like we are doing now. Look at Barrow right now,
~ there are many white pesople in and out all the time, and
if the white man's food were to be stopped from coming

( : up here they would suffer. Lots of white people don't
know our way of life up here, the extreme cold weather
we live in, even though there are a few white people up
here. We have to hunt for our Inupiat fcod in every '’
direction, with all our might. I have children of my
own and I'm not trying to use them as excuses, but I can
say this, if they should stop thewhaleiuuwting what the heck
am I going to feed my children? I'm saying this to use as
my own excuse. I was raised on oil too. If they are

I
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going to 3L0p Lt che white man will feet N/ Gos
for sure. We know w2 don't run the 1ife of a
we know our overall llaker wabtcbhes over then, we m
talk about it in every way but we know we nus:t ke
mind first. Thank you.

1,
e

Nathanlel ﬁ
anagea\ I don't want whale hunting to stop either b
stomach is also Inudiag Our elders have talk
the younger generation about the way of 1life past so vwe
might live it too. It's hard for me to try to talk because
. I hurt. %“hen I first started participating in the whale
hunts I had even Iforgotten my Inupiaq languacs, I had .
been swallowed up by the white man ways. I had to learn
all over again even eating the Inupiaq food. I studied
and studied and was taught even to drawing on thes snow
exactly where I was to aim at the whale. They never
taught me to shoot at the flippers but to the exact spot.
Because I loved to hunt I always tagged along, following
hunters older than me every chance I had, trying to learn
the right way, even though I wasn't very easy to teach.
They never gave up on me. And I am thankful I stuck to
it and learned. I can speak English but I am ndt going
to try to learn from them (the hearing going on in English
in the multipurpose) but from you the elders I still want
to try to learn the ways of our people which has been
going on from the beginning so I will know it in my heart.
I am speaking from my heart and my body cannot live without
oil either. There are a lot of us young men here who are
just now starting to hunt by ourselves, but still learning,
and we will not give up. We're not here just to listen and
forget. We'll learn to scold and teach while hunting down
n . there, not just to take them out and ignoring them. I
( - don't want the whale hunting to stop either. There are
: our elders here and they are old enough to even still
hold me in their lap like a baby. My feelings are very
hurt right now and I urge you to speak up. We, who are
just now grow1ng up and following along our elders' foot—
steps must speak up against them who are trying to stop
our hunting We will be heard. We are Inuoiaq and we are
speaking in our Inupiaqg language but this is the only
-way we can express ourselves. Someone mentioned here that
we have a divine Ruler. I'm not mindful, I don't always
{ listen, but when I get frightened I remember Him. He 1is
. always first in my mind. And this is right and -He is the.
’ only one providing for us. He wouldn't let the whale
travel through here if the Inupiaq didn‘'t live on oil.
He wouldn't lead them this way. Their pilgrimage through
here is short, two months in the spring. and one month in
the fall. He knows they are needed here and that is why
they travel through here. I came to this meeting because
I was concerned and wanted to know more. Our elders’
words must be backed up. Our elders
wish for us to continue to hunt. You nmust speak up. I
was a little scared to get up but I had to say what I thought
should be said. I'm not saying I'm a great whale hunter
» _ but that I have lots to learn yet. There are still many
{ older than me I can follow and learn from and as long as
I can learn I will keep following them on their whale
hunts so that I can pass it on as long as I live. How to
shoot to kill, ways of the sea, the ice, these are all
that I still must learn about. That's all.
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SCarvad ko sz also hub z is gone now hacausa
dida't spest v and thav step our whale hunti g I '
Yegret not having socken. From the first time the white
Man came gy here mosz of tham, have been cheating On us.
They were Anous o do it again, without our knowledge,
but thiz time thev wars caugnt. DNow that it is in the open,
how can it b= rig%t for them to still put it into law?
I've Forgotren a lo: of wha wanted to say but I will
a e w

rt
n K

L4y that our whal t not be stoppad, whil
Can still speak and be hzard. We're a bic¢ state, bi
than Texas, our petroleusm is bigger than theirs whic
LS their fuel now. and now they are trying to take our
fooq avay like getting it out of our cellars without first
asking for it, stealing it, and we almost let them do

1t.  How would they feel if we were to go down there to
live with them and say to them about their big stores that.
they are ours, taking them awayv from them, I wonder what
Fhey would do. They've been doing this to us. I've seen
it in my lifetine. - ’
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“lley you, who live here, move away, I like what you have
and T will have it. You can have alittle bit of it for
.3 little while but it will be mine."” This is again
what.they are doing to us about our whale. Here they are
‘Wnting the whale killing many each yeaxr just for the oil

3 je -
'+£¢ft and maybe baleen. They won't even tell us how many

;’ralwaYS get. And here w2 are getting just afew, for
- <0od only, and they are trying to stop us. The oil
~=leum) which is being found here in Alaska might
~. 1 here through our generation. But I.do know this,
% them stop our whals hunting our people are not

~% last., when the petrolaum 1s gone we will have

e hale blubber for fuel. Without the whale
. 'The petroleunm won't last forever.
ling Zor it and they don't always find
s our only Ifu2l before petroleum and here
away Irct us.  You have lawmakers who
who ¢o not plan £

or tomorrow. That's

ntly becam2 the captain of
net was unable te do it
Toahvies srothers we will try to do

M(‘{' R 34 Fudens2 Brower. I will try
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success b2Iore th2avwhalse 15 dead; he always kaows. ©han
he docesn't want to be caught he doesn't get caughi n
matter how much vou shoot at it. You all know this. Ue
don't go out whale hunting Jjust any old time eith=r. We
must prepare for it. Thesz2 are the things we must let
them (lawmakers in Washington, D.C.) know about. How

we must prepare, how hard we must work first, preparing
trails and evervihing. Let them come up and see for them-
selves. Let th2m help making trails and be in all our
preparations. So they will know that we are not maxing
these up. DMaybe then they will realize what we must go
through and tng, our whale hunting is not just a play
thing to us. That it is a very hard job in all, camping
in the cold weather. I'm glad I was in on the times when
they used to go with dog teams. When I was in Ignavin's
crew, we were down below Skull Cliff and we ran out Of .
food. BAnd we ran out of gas and everything. And after
they caught a seal they told me to make tea using the blubber -
for fuel. There was socot all over, and I didn't know how

to do it. After they taught me how I finally made them ’
tea. These are the things they (the lawmakers) don't know
about. Tough times wa have to go through. Ancd every

.crew doesn't catch a whale, only some do, when conditions

are right. There are places down there were we are not

able to go hunt, because of bad ice conditions, we just

watch it because this type of ice will take us with it.

These are the things they must find out about. We can’t
control the weather and ice conditions, they are beycnd us.
These things have already been said but I also wanted to
mention them. Also we eat the heart, intestine and kidney

of a whale, these are the best parts of the whale and they
don't know them, they think we throw these away. Also the
Eskimo dancers' drums are made of a part of the inside of

the whale, I don't know the name of it thought, otherwise

I would say it. And they say we are wasteful. We don't
always use every bit of the blubber because we don't have
dog teams now. These things they must know.

I wanted to give you my thoughts, being one of the younger
generation, I studied and I am still learning. When a crew
catches a whale and I go down to help butcher it, I always
ask just where they shot at it. How do you shoot from the
front of the whale, from the side, and from the back?

These are the things I ask them so I can learn and I want.
to thank you who have taught and answered my questions.

I had to learn, loving to hunt, and I cculdn't learn being
qulet and I didn't learn overnlght, I started when just

a little boy and I am still learning. When they do stop
our whaling and we can't eat it any more it is really going

to be hard on us. Me and my children love to eat Inupiaqg
food and when we have to go without it I wonder what I'm
going to be thinking. If they do stop us I'm going to

take my boat and go whale hunting. I have to have it for
food, it's part of my body. We can eat white man foocd

for only a very short time. We can't eat it every day.
It's not the same. While camping we eat frozen whale

meat, mauktauk and blubber and it keeps us warm. This is
while camping inland in the wintertime, we can.eat it without

" have to first cook it. VWhich one of you here have bought

beef meat and eat it frozen while campirg and hunting? It's

“no good, I've tried it, it tastes different. Let them

- find cut these facts; the whale we can eat even just raw
and I can't eat their food llke that anc that's all I wanted

to say and I thank you.
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ne ice and we killed and ate from
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me. Every man here has a scn
except me bescause I never found a wife. This might be
funny. I'm a man but I'm a very short man. 1 never
forget this word, the word of our teachers from long ago,
about feeding people, those less fortunate than us, these
are their teachings. I had a grandfather, James Taakpak, .and

I have a father, Otis, you see him there, very old man but

he still stands. These are my teachers and my father taught
me too. He taught me after my mother died who was also my
teacher. When I was 7 years old, she died. My mother always
told me to go to Sunday school in the morning even though

I didn't understand for what reason. That was my mother

she never wanted me to feel unwanted and that she will tell
me what to do until her time is up. I cried and cried when
she died, my grandfather, Taagpak, wasn't there to talk to
me. I didn't know what to do then I remembered my mother's
words, "I'll show you how, you go to Sunday school every
Sunday. Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy." My Tother
had a prayer for me and just remembering this I remembered
the Three in One, God the Father, God the Son, and God the
Holy Ghost. Even though I don't get married there are people
who will talk to me and teach me. -I'm not just mouthing off
but this is a reminder. I see these men even younger than me

_who will do the feeding, of your children; these men will

do the hunting and feeding. When food is given to people
they remind me of people long ago who used to be very thankful

~and say thank vou. Thank you, they say, and for that reason

we are doing this fighting for our right today. Ve are
nearing our Thankscgiving feast and we'll do our bhest, we

are not going to just lay around, we nevex just play around
with our life. We see each other, recognizing each other,
happy to see each other no matter where we meet, that’'s how
we are. Remember your children wherever they might be,
however, they might be, remember them in your prayers. That's
what keeps me going. I thank all of you who are our parents.

If there is no one else to talk . . . There was a meeting of
all the whaling captains from all over Alaska from St. Lawrence
Island to Barter Island when we found out that our -

whale hunting was being stopped. They got together to put
together a defense. A delegate was picked from each village
to defend our rights. Their goal was to keep our whale
hunting rights. They will work toward this. There is 8 or

9 in this group. I was picked to represent Barrow and I will
work toward that goal. When our livelihood, we the Inupiat's
livelihood, is being manipulated by others, it is not right,
it's very wrong. Who is going to run our life for us? We

‘are, with the help of God. We found the whale had been watche

and counted by our whiteman's workers and this was put down
on paper and being used as evidence by our lawmakers. When
our lawmakers read these types of papers their minds start
working and them decide the whales are few in number now. Whe
this was found cut by our people in Washington, Etok is one of
them, they prepared a paper also to help us. The wanted the
International Whaling Commission to read it also. We want
to tell you about that paper. It will k=2 given to the
Department of the Interior, and it will be used in Kotzebue, 2
the hearings. What it says is to completely study the whale
and to count the whale, using instrumen.s which ‘Lll
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than the eyes for counting and do this or five years. This 1

our suggesticn in that paper but we don't know right now 1if, =

reading it, they will do it. But we wixl give them the paper

so they won't stop our use of the whale. Then, after a comgls
ny - i3

study, and after lotting us ~2-%, only thon, ia
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That time whan I fiwrci Zound ocut about whaz thevy ware
doing 1 was very siociasd teo. [ cried for three days
because I was vsry nurz. I calied Arnold Brower Sr.

if he would come dowa ©o Wash. D.C. Telling him that
our white man government is again doing these appalling,
dirty tricks. They ware usingglies and tr§i g to make

a pretty picture in their own #ves and making our
hunting a shameful thing. They say we, the Inupiat,

are embarrassing to them. Tnis 1s what our white nan
government was maxing us look like. I was very huxt

-
and told them tha:t =
away from us, that ¢
out. When we confron
ways, their knowledg

7 will not take our whale hunting
Inuplat will not sell themselves

2d them we used all their own -

2 and their laws. When we turned

to them we didn't worry about “onoy We just want to
find the best wav to fight it and asking what we can
do about it. Beczause of their such dirty minds we called

for help for lawyers, telling these lawyers that your

own people here, these stupid people are even embarrassing.
Face your own goody goody kind we scolded them. Scolding
them won't put us into trouble. We will put to our
governor the knowledges about our whale from the people
who really know about it and we won't give up our whale -
hunting before our dexands are met. Your testimonies
will be my tools so th2y won't use the lie they now have.
We now have proof that what they had were all lies and
wrong and these lies are now in the open, even their
mathematics were wav too low. Using their own tactics
and ‘teachings we founé out about their tricks. These’
are the kind of people wa,now face, people who do things

by trickery, but making them look right. We will oppose
them and you will be F eard b" the other countries who
also opposed your hunting. They will see in writing what
you have testified to. - VW2 have turned to them without

any lies and so will the cther villages. We will have
in our hands our papa2rs in the English language to give
to them at the hearings in Xotzebue. We want to face
them and glve them truths without question about our
culture. We've proved the lies they've tried to use to
do us in and we have cdug out the root and maybe now
they'1ll understand. I'm happy the Inupiat use the whale

for strength, and with all my might I will help my

Inupiat people from being cheated with lies. Our

work on this will not have lies in it and we will not

be ashamed of it and that is how we will give it to them.
It only has one end to it and that is the whale and

that whale we will not give up. We will not just sit
around in suspense and wait for something to happen,
wait for them to decide on our lives, because we are
Inupiat. When it's time to do something we will do
something about it. We will show them that we are

.people who do not just lay around and get walked all over.

I'm glad this all got out in the open, and that I get

to share my hurt with you and that way it seems to have
disappeared. - I can now fight without shame and be forward
about it, shoving away all their argument, I can fight
for our whale. UWe'll shame them about the way they do
things. It won't look pretty in words and their papers
will say how terrible we are. They will say again that
we have no brains to understand. But you've answered
their accusations and this thing they were doing is so
horrible. When we've been hurt like this we always get
together and from now on we should stay togetner -and go
forward together and we'll be stronger.



ﬁhold

c

.

west |
:nkson

L

21

I'm Arnold Brower Jr. I'm always Ln on tha whala

hunts ard I was ralsased hore and live here. I wen:- to
school outside bub I al.ays came Lome to be in on the

whale hunts, and tne summer hunts too, so food will be
there for the winter fur my younger siblings and relatives.
That is how I was raised. When it comes to this, whan

. we must have to sit and testify about our whale, about

them trying to stop our whale hunting, it gets hard for

me to uncerstand their reasons for it. They say they

have counted whales and that when we hunt, it so bloody,
it's gross. That is what the white man thinks. Vhen they
stop our whaling eating and we start trying to live on

the seal alone they are trying to shorten cur life. Me

and my people don't want to die yet but want to live with
satisfaction with a full stomach. If they are going to
stop our eating then they must also be stopped from eating,
if that is how they are going to be. They have to qo tn*ough
the same thing, they are people too, they're not made

any different. I want to say this, if its going to be

down on paper and for this reason they will stop our whale
hunting it is not right. Not after seeing our testimonies.
They've stopped our caribou hunting and when they stop

our whale hunting, what are they going to give us to eat.
We 'still have to hunt for our food. When they stopped

-us from hunting caribou they send meat which wasn't even

enough for one or two days. And they stopped the caribou

~ hunts in March until August. Because I oppose this klnd
of tactics I say this. Thank you.

I just wanted to add to what Elijah said about what the
Inupiat along the coast and the Inupiat inland always did
with their whale from the beginning. What the Barrow
Inupiat did with the inlanders so did the Pt. Hope Inupiat.
I wanted it kncwn that it was the same down there. Pt.
Hope people always met with Cape Thompson with their boats
and these inlanders from Kobut and Noatak, with their
kayaks. They met there to feast from oil pokes and other
whale meat which these inlanders are not able to get inland.
I wanted it known that they always share down there too.
Two years ago elders met representing each village in the
Northwest Alaska, villages around Kotzebue were represented
and Pt. Hope was also represented. This meeting took place
because they had gotten a whale in Pt. Hope which they
couldn't put a claim to. The part of the whale with meat,
blubber and muktuk was brought to this meeting to be shared
by these elders. &And one of them from Kotzebue said that
he was thankful for the blubber. He thought he wasn't

ever going to have a taste again for a long time after

"being raised on it. He was a very old man and he shared

it with other people of Kotzebue. During a feast like this
people make partners with each other and this old man and

‘my grandmother became partners. He gave her an Eskimo lamp.

These people were very happy to be given the biubber because
they hadn't had any for quite some time and they were again
getting together to share. I just wanted to tell you this.
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I would also like to say soxething even though I

don't participate va2rvy oiten in the whale hunts, although

I do follow whaie hanters durin« spring and fall hunts.
‘Whale is my life zco and in my mind when I look at the
whale I see it all heing used, even down to the bone, old
and new. Even before they start whale hunting, when they
are just gcttlng ready, zzople' bodies change, - their

bodies are in waiting and they can't wait to start. After
the whale hunt they usz the whale bone and the meat,

even the gums are eaten; baleen is used to make things

with and these are used during the next whale hunt. The -
baleen was used for fish nets before the white mans’

net came along. To this day we make use of the whole
whale. The youngzaxr generation studies and learns the whit
man ways’, in writing and in words and about the beglnnlng
of man. But we are alsc told by our elders, after learning
all these we must return to our people and use them for the

good of our people. Many of us in the younger generation
have learned the white man ways but our minds and our
bodies are still Inupiag. This can never be changed. I
feel very tense and my £feelings are also hurt. Our use

of the whale has never been changed to this day from the
beginning. It is proved by the testimonies of our elders.
Our feeling about the whale is very strong. So strong

it makes us cry. I'm having a tough time trying to talk
but I wanted to tell you these. It will still be my life

.and it will not change. That's all.

I want to let you know that there was one petson who backed
me up in Wash. D.C. when I felt all alone in this fight for
our right and I want to thank him. He was the only person
who helped me. He was Senator Stevens and I want to thank
him in front of all of you. Someone from his office was
here and I .wanted him to know but I see he has left.

If there is no one else to spsak I want to tell you that
all your testimonies will be translated into the English
language and typed up and sent to Wash. D.C. to be read

‘down there. They will study your words and maybe they will

understand your feelings. And I want to thank each and
everyone of you who were willing to come and speak up about
part of our way of life. Before we leave, following our
tradition, I would like to ask Elijah Kaklnga to close

the hearing with a prayer.

At our prayer meetings on Wednesdays I always stand up to
prayer, because I know I can't live withou:t my God. Because
God has given me and my wife this long lifz so we can be

-of help to our grandchildren. He is our only life and I

want to thank him that he allowed me to be of help. Ue must
always look to Him for our needs. Prayer in Inupiag.



