Randal Pokiak
Inuvialuit History

The inuviaiuit chose to settle and concentrate along the coast
hine o1 the Arctic Ocean. They limited their traveis in the
geographical area, as we know it now, from Herschel | i:ma
to Cape Bathurst, and bartered and traded with the Inupiat
of Alaska and the central Arcuc Inuit. The Inuvialuit ae-
velopec this society in this area for several reasons.
1. There was a land base to build permanent community
centres, the major centres being Herschel Island, Tununuk,
Kiwgazuit, Tuktovaktuk, Warren Point, Atkinson Pornt,
Dalthousie, Anderson River, and Baillie Isiand. From the
migraung Blue Nose and Porcupine caribou herds as well
s from moose harvested from North Yukon, the Mackenzie
Delta, and Anderson River, they got what was needed tor
their society — food, clothing, accommodations, and other
items. Grizzlies were also harvested.
2. The Mackenzie River is one of the largest in the world.
The delta area is used by migratory birds not only tor nest-
ing, breeding, and moulting but as a staging area both when
thev arrive in the spring and when they get ready to leave
in the fall. The land around the river is rich and produces
plants, berries, and roots that were edible by humans as
well as by wildlife.
5. The Arctic Ocean had migratory mammals as well as fish
and polar bears. The mammals harvested were bowhead and
beluga whales, seals, and ugyuks (bearded seals). The rich-
ness in wildlite, fish, and migratory birds was the attraction
for the Inuvialuit to settle in the area.
The next reality they had to face was the environment. They
had to adapt to climatic conditions, learn by trial and error,
which at times was costly, even to the point of some peopie
perishing. They had to relv on one another and share their
experiences. Under these condiuons the Inuwvialuit de-
veloped a pattern for their soctety, which I will trv to plece
together based on the stories of Inuvialuit elders.
Inuvzaﬁuu means the real people or a people that idenuty
themselves t0 an area. In our dialect “lnunt” means anv
human being or people. Inuvialuit understood that there
were other people outside their concentrauion areas and theyv
respected them.
e Inuvialuit followed a vearly cvele or pattern. Things

u&&}“ere discussed by a recognized leader and subleader and
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thetr rrainees, but the overall decision was made by the
leader. These discussions were pursued when the Inuvialui
gathered together as a collective group at the Kitngazuit
area during the winter months. Discussions focused on what
the terrain was like: the animals, fish, and birds, how earlv
or late the migranon ot various species started, when thev
left or would arrive again. Each subleader reported on his
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area while the leader listened. These kinds of discussio
were heard by all present so that evervone had the sar
mformation — .wt}"mo was held back because i that ha
pened 1t would reopardize the social order or lives of t
people. The leader, by end of March, dispersed the part
with the subleaders in charge to go to their harvesting o
tons and use their expertse for the heaith and weifare
the people as a whole. Each party or community vanied
size. The to1al populavon of the Inuvialuit numbered in :
thousands (3,000-6.0CC during this pre-contact ume.

Inuvialuit Leaders

Inuvialuit at tha} ume knew the responsibility that car
with leadership. ‘Anyv decision made by a jeader would affe
the welfare of evervone. A leader is recognized by his w
dom or understanding of the environment and wildlife a:
by his being able to use this knowledge to make life eas:
tor himself and his family. Those around him see this a:
usually consuit him for his opinion in decisions they pl.
to make. Thus 1s started the process of consultauon, ar
the one so recognized by others has no choice but to ta
the leadership role. The other members of the party th
reward him trom the fruits of their labour because of t!
gurdance he provides. Because of his initial unselfishness !
not only benefits from his own labour but also from
labour of others. He also takes stock of those he has becon
responsible tor and picks out those others who are fulfillis
similar responsibilities and works closely with them.

The leader and his subleaders had to administer or distribu
responsibility to the parties for which each subleader w
responsible. 1f there were seven parties or small cor
muniues, there were seven subleaders. They had o decic
what, where, and when small hunting and fishing paru
should be sent out to the surrounding areas so there cou
be more vaniety in their diet. In times of scarce food supp
along the coastal areas and in case of a consequential raidir
Inupiat partv, the enemy had to be carefully located ar
repelled, and subleaders had to be able to respond to a ¢:
of help tfrom other Inuvialuit camps when necessary. Eac
subleader had to make sure that in his community tho
with patience and communication skills were used o teac
and train the voung. Communirty leaders had the abilitv ar
skills to do the things each subleader was responsible i
so there was no ume wasted in understanding a problem «
a process. He was there to make sure that there were enou:
people in each partv to meet the overall requirement of «
Inuvialuit.

When it was ume to gather at Kittigazuit area, the leaa
was responsible for whar could be taken for showing
barter’/trading purposes with the other community leade
and their members. He was responsible to report wo t
ultimare leader of the Inuvialuit on their activities and ¢!

concerns of his community.
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Each community had a specific species it concentrated on
nrarvesting. Thev did not have to worrv about anv other
major species because thev xnew that another community
was harvesung it just as thev had the responsibility tor look-
ng after the need of the [nuviaiunt ocopic through the
wildlife harvesung they were entrusted with. And each
species of wildlite harvested was prepared differenthv for
food and other uses.
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\ux..mcr“mw ime the disobedient individual was aliowed
again. The disobedience was thus not onlv an
rassment to himselt but he jeopardized the welrare o: his
community and the Inuvialuit as a collecuve group.
action reflected negatively not onlv on himselt but also on
his communiry.

Alter :

o wy t‘ﬂﬂ'\'[zr‘

b oA
s

the nunt ¢ SINCC Wil

1 . . .
was harvested was gotten in Foos was
stored in the permatrost, was dried, or

was bet’un ‘\L u JHIL ”‘\‘TH‘UGU& s

e

us were l aned and pre
pared for tools, clothing, or shelter. Bones were broken and

> Cood

ceiebrated with
M

SO NATTOW NTONeR ‘, M

O DETIMANeT sheter s “'-' "\ PR
[ SO
Cleddly Lnl.u“\' POTlATeY Lo nNe tamines., uL"” iy oon

-y

sZE Ob e house

- .
punit. There were comparmments buil
CACH COmMPArIMent Was used ov Cd USES Wit

\ pee e e s

I X . PR
‘n“u wallig T Al 2

.
.At‘\\g. inat ALAURULS
Wwohia, Jhom

3 L v el s
P‘-\“dlun AN ADACTNOn rIvers as m

the Arene Ocean. over 3

e Coast o s '
{ v T .
' | o I e et
s LIZ'?' W ~’\. LA WOOd Irame was Dun, Cidd WS O8ed O

1 : : R
VDK Crades, hen \'.i\.

¢ between tn Was Lag over e
y N . ! .
W \'\‘ altd Vi g e v D
T

vy R peran e L T PN N (P Doy . co e et ey oy e e
SOTTEN WeTC MIAde ana Used afso. oy Were 07 ariiinvasd and

ar T .

\*\d S SEWI IOgether with ne Uy o FLEE R

l'l\' '."i'

carinpou seal

S1¢ were wrappec ar WOooden powes. Wien trave,
Gng o eariy spring ang fail the peo; ne buil

STTAW Rolises

when necessary. Caribou sk sewn uoet} TWwere ased toe
stinkeis and mats. H,n;zr,;:::z; L OIdEs Were QIlen used as

mats unde 34 :’u car Do U mats.
he ce 1 the sod Hou\c was & common
:ng and dimng took place. and where storvieling
ed. Srories wold abour the results
happened 10 an individual.
Were taugnt DV these stories how to live, keeping in ming
especialiv 1o [isten w0 and -
'n:'y had said. A person’s words
be a contract. oniv it was

3§ Were not taken aghtiv — I will,” “I'm

EIRNE X3 E RN
N i1 ac

area

area w .'.L"\ (SRR

Raala

socalizing rans ot noth

spir

the ;_’,OL')L‘. and bad that'!

gy s
Ve
A IVDE R

those around them. e how
the ieaders’ words and what
that nme were considered 1o

not written. Wor

Tespedt

kR

were woras mat
CISION Was made

85 ion adout the matier
{,cf‘u 3

Qe

rove
. there
u&L to De a lot of nougm and dis sCu
betr ag ¢ ontempiated.

For nshing and hunung small game everv membe?”
community knew how to take part.
peopie deveioped their s
'ng. under the eves o1 adults. Small game varied arouncd each
“ecies were plentirul. Fish

Slﬂl\\’ tied ZO:;_{:‘TIZCI’ or

The children and voune

skills through such fish ;::E; and hunt

rap

community and ash or a

M 1
Were used@ ana nets .".“.ZKAC' with

o]
3

4

I

s

3

1

N

o]

catching powh fish an /‘/r‘
o Lo, . vy
When a voung memoer 0! tne community :n: e ’~rs: nme

prought homc game tor rood. rhe tamiiv and ciose relanves
nim. When the food was eater [+ was 51:.'»\'

ov alf except zhe vouth who got the game. Thev wouid share
e game even though 1t mav be fust a nittie for vae
member. To top it all o1t the whole commurniy wouia hes
of the success aml SROW thelr respect 1o him, becatse one o

EAery membDer O the COmmMUNITY KNeW [OW 10 SeW 4N
puild a snow house because 1w as :cqu..ed TOr warnmth ana

sheten Arter alll there couid be times when one wouid ne
Lend for jong periods ©f ume. Woman and voung ool

) .
soediabized in sewimny. house and lanters keeping, carnne o

Intanis hern :)1:.'1:13.:‘ and \'Atixg.. !

Ac well, the

voung and children.

TOOLS .‘u"h.f »ther e “{"l& veg eranon, \\'O‘."."IL‘T‘.ZC“‘:*.

-
oren eturn af thew loved ones

waited ex pectar nthe far tne ¢

p.a&7




ome got so they could see and recognize objects trom a
cay distance. This closeness of love brings with it an un-
anny invisible tie, o the point where if there is something
~appening out of the ordinary or an endangerment to a loved
sne it s felt in some way by those at home. This may be
secause there Is more ume to think about \and prav tor)
them.
\len, when not hunung tor harvest, were exploring or
searching out new areas that would make life easier for the
sommunity. Any new discovery would be recognized by the
community and thereby the individual’s knowledge would
se seen to be worth seeking out. A lot of this “research”
¢ “studving” was done during the months when wildlife
wvas plentitul in the area. Anything noticed in the behaviour
ot the wildlife would be shared bad\ home and the meaning
ot that benaviour had to be evaluated until understood {at
imes answers could take vears). Men's lives were dedicated
-0 trving to understand the wildlife and environment.
“ood was eaten raw, cooked, fermented, or dried. A lot of
a1 — whether fat, blubber, or rendered blubber — was
caten. Not onlv were the meat, blubber, and marrow eaten
Sut also the intestines. After game was cleaned, it was
cooked or dried for food. Berries were collected when ripe
and were eaten or stored in sealskin bags. (Sealskin bags
were used to store berries, fermented meat, and rendered
~lubber and were also used as water bags.) Roots and other
olants were washed and eaten. b{u
Clothing was made of caribou, seal, whale, «gy«k, Qﬁ‘uskox,
solar/grizzly bears, and bird skins. Fish skins were used,
15 well as other skins of small game, tor added decoration
on clothing. There were winter clothes as well as spring/sum-
mner tall clothing. Sinew, usually from the back spinal cord
ot caribou, was u;ed as thread. Bestides the ordinary cloth-
ng, there was also ceremonial dress made for specal
svents. "/ [s
Tools and cquapment for harvesting and preparmg bv~proa-
ucts included #iu knives, lamps, needles, bone drills, stones/
sopes tor scraping, snow goggles, snow knives, shovel,
sone/stone picks, fish hooks, seal/whale/bowhead har-
poons and lances, bows and arrows, slings, three-stringed
slings, sticks for fish traps, aets, and kayaks.

Permafrost and Its Uses

“rom Herschel [sland to Cape Bathurst there are recorded
zepths Of permatrost of anvwhere trom 6C o 1,2CC feet in
slaces. Permatrost is a permanently trozen substrate of rock
g sotl, which s overlain by an acrtive laver ot soil that
wav thaw and retreeze. Here. along the Arctic coast, there
are several [ocations where this 1s kept trom melung bv a
aver of over-burden, usuaily peat moss and lichen and in
some places clay, sand, or gravel po«,m:'ts that make a hull or
moun nd. Because of the permarrost p'm,os torm or grow out
¢ the zround. What happens is there is an underground
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lake just below the permatrost. These lakes vary in size. The
water that has contact with the permatrost (ice) begins to
treeze slowly, the freezing causes expansion, and thus the
permatrost and over-burden begin to heave and lift up, creat-
ing a pingo. This process takes place unul the underground
lake s completely trozen over, at which point the pingo
quits growing. These pingos were used as landmarks by
those out on the ice tloe or travelling by boat across large,
open stretches of water. Pingos are a solid cone or core of
we. '0_2,
The Inuvialuit used this permatrosz to their advantage in
other ways. They dug into it and made space to store and
treeze tood. To make coolers they dug to the level of che
permatrost and built a shelter with wood frame, clay, and
sand. These coolers kept the termentation of tood-process-
ing controlled during the summer months, when at times
it gets rather hot and meat/fish can rot quickly. In the sum-
mer an ice house dug into the permafrost is very cold and
in the winter it's just a few degrees below freezing. This is
because, during the summer, the surtace of the land or
tundra isn't trozen in many places so the coldness of the
permafrost escapes and replaces the warmer air in the ice
houses. During che fall and winter, the ground surface is
frozen and acts like a blanker, so there is no air of any kind
escaping. The storage space in the ice house thus warms up
and the air becomes stationary and stale. Hence, the food
stored during the summer stays in excellent condition but
if kept in the ice house in the fall and winter the surface of
the food becomes mouldy. To keep the food from getting
too mouldy they hauled it to the surface and put it on stages
when the ground had been trozen over for a tew days and
they were \c\ertain it was going to stay cold.

Other Aspects of Inuvialuit Life @0/’}&
Games within a community were encouraged when there
was ume. Various games were plaved by different age
groups. Non-compeutive games were played by groups.
Competitive games were played by individuals with others
wartching. The purpose was to develop themselves by prac-
tising against each other to be ready for competitions with
the other communuties. For children, games were developed
to teach them to work and think together. Skill, concentra-
non, and strength were to be developed through their
games. i
Elders were revered within the community, tor they had
tived the longest and theretore knew more about life. In
their own ume thev kept the community together by listen-
inyg to rherr elders. Now it was their turn to give council
and advice about personal and family matters. The physical
strength of old men, tor example, was lacking, but they had
fearned to put to use tor the community the strength of
voung men. At one tme, after all, they were the voung
ones, so thev knew the limitations of these voung people.
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Elderly women, hikewise, worked on the character and per-
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sonality of voung women and girls as well as showed them
the dutes of 1 wife.

Finally, adoption was important in the community, both to ﬁ(,L:

the ones adopting a child or a person and to the one being
adopted. Adopution occurred when the natural parents died.
Priority was given to childless couples and tw the elderlv
who were living alone and needed help. Adopted persons
usually produced more for their parents because they were
not only treated like real familv but thev were gratetul and
wanted to please them. As thev were growing up the adopred
people 1n some ways could better understand how o help
others that were in need because thev were flling 1 need
and were getting the tirsi-hand expertence of being helped
themselves. Because of that attitude of going one step further
in their duttes and by their work pleasing others, thev gained
respect rrom those around them,
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