Missionaries

The Catholic miczionaries came and stayed in this region and some were
very weli-known priests:

Father Falaize

Father Tocellier

Falher Biname

Father Griffin {US&)

Father Delalande

Falher Metayer

Father Lemeur

Father Yermant

Father Dehurtevent

Father L'Helgouach (France)

Father Franie

Father Stanton (US4) - was the Provincial Superior of & Province of the
Jbiates of Mary immaculate (OMD in the United Stetes tnat paig for the

foundations of 3tanton and of Paulatuk. He sent Father Griffin from Ris
Frovince 10 see how they were doing,

Brothers.

Brother Wilhelm Beckschaefer
Brother Krautz

Brother Tesniere

Brother Josset

Brother Bisson



These missionanes did not all come at the same time: they spent g numbe
2f years and left except for Father Dehurtevent who hes spent over forty
years in Paulatuk,

23ty Jears the missionaries moved asbout with the peaple and
for many of their needs. These dedicated souls:

anguage of the peapie

®izairhed the culture of the people, and
sorovided for the spiritual and physicel needs of the peaple of this ares

The mission house was built there in 1929 and moved in 1936, it was taken
down prece by piece and rebuilt on the present site. &1 this work was done
by Brother Tesniere and Father Binemé Besides moving the house, the
building of the present grotte t:egan the statues of Mary ang ::sf L.
Dernadetie were orought in 1937, “During the Winter of 1335, Father
Biname carrmu the racks by deg-team ta the Point and by the summer of
1535 the rock outline of the grotto was complates By 1937 wa made a trip
te Fauiatuk to bring the statues” “Brother Tesniera along with Father
Biname buill the Mission house as it is today. Brother T IEEFI]E!’E Was & gaod
carpenter and built alt the Mission houses along the coast. 1935 saw the
Tirst priest in Pautatuk and Father Biname was the first priest. In 1928 the
first Mission was built et Letty Harbour, out peopie said thet FPaulatuk
#0uid be better with lots of caribou and fish around, At Letty Harbour the
Bizhop wouig send coal from Alberta, and at Paulatuk the sriests could get

their own natural coal

#ith the closing of the Hudson Bay Posts et Pierce Point and Letty Harbour,
the people ware left with no store to trade and buy goods. It weas at this
time thal Falher Binamé oblained permission from the Bishop to open s
Alile siore tor the 0asic needs of the Inuit In this ares, They sold flour,
sugar. s3ii, pepper, oets, coffee, tea, rice, noodles, macaroni. syrup,
amruRition, nets, dried fruit, a little bit of candy end qum, jar, some ta,cr
ttnis did ot last Jongl, Klim milk, and sometimes cloth for baties’ clothes
stikiukeat, gitsuyeq, and silk stockings and slips.
AL g st
= ﬂven* on for several years. The %DEES wauld come every summer by "Our
Lady of Lourdes”™. Every year would look forward to its arrival
with great anticipation. I{ was 3 big occasion when the mission boat came:
our suppites far the winter werEMEre and we had visttars from the different
Ll




parts of the North. It was also a time of grief; this was when the children
Wi yere oig enough kad 1o jeave to go Lo school, and many of thern stgyed
for several years.

The r:rn‘.g transportation we had those days was by boat: we had 8 gl:mﬂ pilot
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The Misgion and its stors held on marg Yeais: unt Hudson Bay store  ~/ 0 ¢ .
returned to Cape Parry and until the Co-op opensed a store in Paulatuk. e R A
The misgion house was 3 wonder to many (nuit: in the winter, they got their — 2.4,
1ignt from & little rounc giasst and we wondered why the priests had a wind “ -
propefler Years ister we found out whet electricity was: this windmill wag { f» s
providing them with electricityt ("They had & wind charger, the wind mill

for etect "“"]t“ Lighting the gas temp in August was very nice, with Winter
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During the seasons when celebrations were observed, suck s Christmas,
sveruone would stay =t the mission house on that special dey for a f%a:‘_.
Children's and aduit's games, and Mass The people would all “*Hl:, upstairs
when the lnuit ceme for Christmas: one part was space for everyone and the
other part was the church. The children would have foot races in the

Migsion house. This was the Diggest house many uears ago,

For forty-four years Father Dehurtevent has served the community |t took
airn one Year 1o iearn Lo spesk inuvialuktun. but then that was all he did all
day and every day study the langusge. What & joy to understiand, to be
understond, ang iisten to the speach of the peoplel

“The first year | really worked hard from morning till night, the Qimigesns
family were there at Qikuliuryik (Stanton} this is where | started to learn
inuvialuktun, Qimigsana family came and pitches their tent near the Mission
house, and put snow blocks around it, They were the two younger boys who
nelped me to learn Inuvialukiun, Nivikana (Ralph) Kimiksana and his brother
Tom. Inthose days nobady spoke English, their older Brother Freemon was
at Sachs and was married at this time.

"I used to write everything and at night | tried to memorize them and
undersianc the meaning of them. The two Doys were probably 12 - 13 yesrs
212 and they would help with the meanings and sounds. There really was
nothing 10 do from morning untit might, so this was alt | ¢ic study from
moring until night. ‘when summer came again | alraady knew a few words
and can speak 2 Ntile, and then after that you siart topick up. Itisa
Hfetime wark to Teern snd understand.



"1t wes my great joy to lears that | could learn a little bit, | was really
nabpy, and then | never stop to learn more and more, That is ¥hy when the
lanquage start disappearing it was my grest disappointment really. But !
realiy enjoyed to learn inuviatuktun, | made my own dictionary and grammar

“Larry Osgood borroweed my dictionary and grammar, he Tooked 3t it and
said"This 1s just what | need”, so he borrowed it. He used it to help with
the Inuvialuit dictionary that was done some years ago.

Father Dehurtevent would get the mail during the winter season by dogteam
8 trip to Stanton. the closest mission, took four to five deys The mail was
rought to Stanion by Father Franche from Tukloyaktuk and nicked up by him
taklavik. “Wwe would get mail twice a year, ance in the Winter and ance by
nat; sometimes in the Spring | would make ansther trip ”
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The missioneries would travel by dog-tesm %o various sress of Paulatuy ‘o
see the Inuit. Father DeHurtevent says that rounds would be mads by
mimeelf or oiher priests

“iihen the pecple were sick, we only had asperin or cough mixture ™

“The Inuit here hunted ceribou, seal, polar bear, but | was not a hunter: |
fished Tots, lots. How did | preserve my fish? After the sea-gulis started
to come back, it is the beginning of August and we would fix our ice-pit for
preserving Gur {ood for the wWinter

“1wneyw Tom Lessard, Paul Steen and his family, snd David Bernhardt David
Sarnhardt was & good traveller by dogteam, by boat - really & man of the
farth

The majority of the food eaten by the missionaries came from the land. Like
ine Inuit they Hived with, they hunted and fished Father DeHurtevent is &
real bread Daker with sour dough! When they ware unable to, the (nuit
canaied food L0 them  Alsa, women sewed their ciothes, cooked bread, and
sometimes cleaned up their house. " had to hunt and fish like everone else,
Dut the essiest thing was to fish”

4 long time ago we had many duties, every birth had {0 be filisd out and
sent 1o Aklavik. Also, we did ail the bumals and recorded all deaths and
sent it to Akisvik.™

“Commissioner Hedgson was after me and after me and finally | gave him
the organ. Last year [ went to Yellowknife and | went to the museum and did
not even see it, sl was disappointed, Maybe they have it in the warehouse
scmewhere if | had known this wouid happen | would not have given it o



nim, it wae 3 mistake | made. He seid he would send us & goad giectric
argan, 11 does not even work now and we have nothing.” The orgsn came
frem Germany, everyone of us children got to try the organ, a pump organ
with besutitul fvery keys. "if | could get 1t back, | would"”

Faiher was the first person to get a8 skidoo, & d-cycle 7-horse engine.

Father moved to Pauiatuk 1n 1349 by boat and travelled arcund io visit the
Uit with mis dog team. "Umiligasluk (Father Dehurtevent) qat his name
from tne peaple arpund Stanton, most likely from the children. Father
Dehurtevent wes young, heaithy, and strong. He drove a dog tesm for yesrs.”
(Edward Ruben]
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Theme C

animals and Birds Found Arpund Paulatuk
Land:
carhou
arctic fox
mouse
we asel
rrsk-ox

violverzie

rmuskrat



